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criticism as to whether it was consistent with Com-
munism and could be allowed. But Stalin was very
clear in the matter, regarding it, as it certainly was, as a
development which could lead to greater enthusiasm and
effectiveness if copied elsewhere- Stakhanov, and the
very many who have since imitated him, have received
unstinted praise and approval. Posters in the streets
and elsewhere describe the " Stakhanov men " as "the
best citizens of the Motherland/' One woman worker
succeeded in doing as much as twenty-nine times the
task assigned to her. In the various factories, the names
of the Stakhanov men are posted up, with the details
of their achievements. As work in the USSR is now
on the basis of piecework, the amount of payment
follows the achievement, I believe, even with a graduated
increase, and it is not an uncommon thing for a worker
in this way to be able to earn as much as three times" what
his director is receiving. Undoubtedly, the movement
has stimulated production in the highest degree. I do
not know what Marx would have said of it. It may, of
course, be said that Stakhanov is working for a socialist
state and not for any capitalist; but there remains also
the very important fact that the wage depends on pro-
duction, and this, as in any other country, would be sure
to lead to an increased output.
Another of the most frequently seen posters is a
quotation from Stalin : " Now, comrades, life is better,
life is brighter " ; and this corresponds to the mood of
the time. The New Year celebrated—curiously enough,
with Christmas trees everywhere—the achievements of
a bumper predecessor ; and this was reflected everywhere
in the general tone- It is, I repeat, the year 1935 that
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